FOCUS – A Short Bible Study on Revelation 2: 18 -19
This Bible Study is made up of five sections, each one approximately 18 minutes long, so we hope the Bible Study we last no more than one and a half hours in total. We ask that during this study, we respect and actively listen to the viewpoints of those taking part. We also ask that nothing said inside the group is repeated outside. Though everyone is free to speak, please be mindful of those who may not wish to share their thoughts. No one should be made to feel pressured or undermined. 

The aim of this study is to reflect on what God is calling us to do as a church.  It may ask some tough questions and challenge us as a church, which we will address with sensitivity and love, yet maintaining honesty and integrity to the scriptures. Most important of all, I hope you enjoy a time of learning, fellowship and fun as we study the Word of God together and as we listen to where God is calling us to be.   

While as a church, we would like to become nostalgic about the past and wish things would stay the same, the fact is they can’t. Times are different and people are different, and we must adapt to reach people afresh in each generation. 

So, if we can’t reach people for Jesus through nostalgia, what are the challenges we face today:

I can sum up these five challenges in one word: FOCUS.
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Section 1 

F – First Priority  

Engaging in Evangelism - “I know your works”
Read: Revelation 2: 18-19
The Message to Thyatira

18 ‘And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like burnished bronze:
19 ‘I know your works—your love, faith, service, and patient endurance. I know that your last works are greater than the first.

Question:   At Revelation 2:19 Jesus says – “I know your works”
So, what are our works at St Paul’s? And what can we to make a difference in our community?
Open Discussion:
Engaging in Evangelism
Jesus commissioned his disciples to go out and make disciples, baptizing them and teaching them. That's how discipleship works.

In New Testament Greek: the word “make disciples” is one word, mathēteuō, it means to preach the gospel so that people get to know Christ - so that they may become disciples and be equipped to go out and make disciples. And so, it continues, disciples making disciples.

Question:   So, why do we need to Engage in Evangelism?  
And what do you think stops us from sharing our faith with others?
Discuss in small groups
Section 2 
O – Overcoming difficulties - ‘I know your love’

Expect difficulties, they are going to happen. 

There are two types of difficulty in the Church, internal and external. 
Internal troubles are caused by people whereas and external troubles include persecution of the church by the world. External troubles will grow the church, but internal troubles will destroy the church.

We have to learn how to work with one another, how to forgive one another, how to settle our differences with one another and how to love one another.
At the same time, being the church is not easy. It is hard to be the example in the community. This takes work. 

Question:  How can we continue to be an example in the community? 

Discuss as a group

Section 3
C – Committing New Leaders – “I know your faith”
Letting Go and Growing Commitment

Jesus and even the Apostle Paul didn’t stay to control the church. They appointed and committed new leaders. 
It doesn’t take much effort for a church to decrease in numbers, but it takes lots of effort to grow. And since we cannot grow the church on our own, we must Commit New Leaders. 
But even though there are many kinds of ministries in the church, not many people step up. which need to be handed over to new leadership but letting go and passing the baton may be difficult for us to do. 
Question: So, what can we do, looking forward, to grow new leaders in our church?
Discuss in small groups
Section 4
U – Using More People – “I know your service”
The harvest is plenty
Read: Matthew 9:37

Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few’.
So, we can use more people in:

Children’s work, Special Events, Community Days and Bible Studies, and there will be many more opportunities to serve as well, using out Time and Talents. God has given various gifts to the Church. Each person has something to offer and offering that is part of their growth and discipleship. He has given us the facilities and the resources to help us reach out to people. Now we have to use them. 

Question: So how can we use our building, our gifts, and our talents to reach out to new people? 
Discuss in small groups

Section 5 
S – Searching for new opportunities - 
“I know your patient endurance”


Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking”
Read: “Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in, to you and eat with you, and you with me.” (Revelation 3:20)
Sometimes, we may be hesitant to open the door, for fear of what we might find on the other side, and sometimes, we lose patience trying.

Taking that leap of faith and sticking with it is difficult, and we ask ourselves, who does God want us to reach and why? 
Question: Who is God bringing to our doorstep? What are the open doors God is showing us today?

Discuss in small groups

So why does God Involves Us

Because God chooses to use us, and that makes our involvement important. God gives us work to do - not because he needs the help but because we need to be developed. 

How does God Involve Us 

God has given various gifts to the Church. Each person has something to offer and offering that is part of their growth and discipleship. Paul was constantly telling the early believers that the health of the whole body is impacted by how each one uses their God-given gifts.

So, all of us, as the ‘Body of Christ need to get up and serve. We need to grow our commitment, even if it is to help for the first time. All of us, by virtue of our baptism, are called to ministry, we are a priesthood of all believers, there is no hierarchy, no Jew nor Greek, male or female, slave or free, we are all one in Christ, the many parts that make up the one body - His body, and so we are ALL equally responsible for sharing the gospel, for sharing the work load, and where best to start – right here.

So now, I will finish off by reading those two verses from Revelation again but instead of using the word Angel, I will use the correct translation which is Messenger and instead of saying The Church at Thyatira, I will say, The Church at St Paul’s.

And so, To the Messenger of the church at St. Paul’s Clapham, these are the words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like burnished bronze:

“I know your works—your love, faith, service, and patient endurance and I know that your last works are greater than the first.

Let us be silent for a moment as we reflect on what it is that God is saying to us as a church today.
Silence 

Reflection and open prayer
Closing Prayer 
We say the Grace together
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